
Philadelphia  76ers  Acquire
NBA  D-League  Franchise;
Relocate it to Delaware and
Name it the Delaware 87ers
The “Sevens” will play their home games at the University of
Delaware’s Bob Carpenter Center located in Newark, Games to
begin in November

PHILADELPHIA, PA. – The Philadelphia 76ers announced today
that they have completed the purchase of the operating rights
for  a  team  to  compete  in  the  17-team  National  Basketball
Association Development League. The NBA D-League is the
NBA’s only minor league. The acquired operating rights were
previously held by the Utah Flash, a team that went on hiatus
two seasons ago. The Philadelphia 76ers’ new NBA D-League
franchise will relocate to Delaware and commence play this
coming autumn for the 2013-14 NBA D-League season, which runs
from November through April. The team will be known as the
Delaware 87ers, and will be nicknamed the “Sevens.” It will
play its games on the campus of the University of Delaware at
The Bob Carpenter Center in Newark, Del.

“The creation of the Delaware 87ers is an important milestone
in our quest to ensure that the Philadelphia 76ers are viewed
in  all  respects  to  be  a  world-class  and  cutting-edge  NBA
franchise. We believe that the ability to own and operate our
own  NBA  D-League  affiliate  will  strengthen  our  player
development and other team initiatives, and be a tremendous
asset to the entire Sixers organization,” said Sixers Managing
Owner Josh Harris. He continued, “We are particularly excited
that we can situate the team in the welcoming, nearby state of
Delaware, especially since there are so many Delawareans who
already are avid 76ers fans.”
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“The team name gives a great nod to our first state and brings
with it lots of good luck, I assure you,” said Governor Jack
Markell. “We welcome the team to Delaware where many fans
await the next season ahead. We promise a hometown spirit of
support as the ‘Sevens’ build a new basketball legacy for
Delaware, for the region and for the sport. There will be some
great games to watch here.”

“Everyone at UD is excited to welcome the Delaware Sevens to
Newark,” said University of Delaware President Patrick Harker.
“Having the Sevens play in the Bob Carpenter Center gives us a
great opportunity to showcase the UD campus, and it gives our
neighbors a fun, exciting activity they can share with their
families. I know the players want to be an engaged presence in
the local community, and I look forward to seeing them around
town.”

The  team  name  “87ers”  was  selected  in  recognition  of
Delaware’s place in United States history, as it was the first
state to ratify the U.S. Constitution on December 7, 1787. The
87ers  name  also  is  immediately  evocative  of  the  parent
“76ers,” a name similarly derived from Philadelphia’s place in
U.S. history with the Declaration of Independence being signed
there in 1776. The 87ers team will also be nicknamed the
“Sevens,” a nod to the way the parent club’s official name is
often shortened to the “Sixers.”

While all 30 NBA teams have an affiliate status with an NBA D-
League team, the 76ers become just the sixth NBA team with 100
percent  direct  ownership  of  its  NBA  D-League  affiliate,
joining the San Antonio Spurs (Austin Toros), Los Angeles
Lakers (L.A. D-Fenders), Oklahoma City Thunder (Tulsa 66ers),
Golden  State  Warriors  (Santa  Cruz  Warriors)  and  Cleveland
Cavaliers (Canton Charge).

“We’re thrilled to work with the 76ers to bring NBA D-League
basketball to Newark and the state of Delaware,” said NBA D-
League President Dan Reed. “Having a record 12th NBA team



invest in their own NBA D-League team shows our development
system for top NBA prospects is working, and highlights the
league’s continued growth. We’re very excited to share our
world-class  brand  of  basketball,  affordable  family-friendly
entertainment, and community engagement with all Delawareans.”

Adam Aron, CEO and Co-Owner of the 76ers, praised the role
Delawareans played in making today’s announcement possible, “I
want to thank the entire political leadership of Delaware, and
especially  the  executives  and  staff  of  the  University  of
Delaware, for their warm embrace of support and for the key
roles that they all played in making it possible for us to
bring the Sevens to Delaware. We look forward to engaging with
the countless basketball fans throughout the state, as both
individual fans and businesses across Delaware share with us
the energy, joy and family fun that this new 87ers team will
create.”

“The Sixers have recognized what we in Delaware have known
for a long time – the First State has great sports fans,”

said U.S. Sen. Tom Carper of Delaware. “I look forward to
catching some Sevens games at the Bob next season!”

“Sixers games have long been a great source of fun for so many
Delaware families, including mine, so this really is exciting
news,” said U.S. Sen. Chris Coons of Delaware. “Delaware loves
the Sixers and will undoubtedly love the Sevens. This news is
a sign of the 76ers’ appreciation for their Delaware fans and
of  their  commitment  to  this  community.  I  look  forward  to
bringing my kids to Sevens games this fall, and to further
strengthening the ties between our state and this historic
franchise.”

“As a lifelong Sixers fan, I’m thrilled to welcome the Sevens
to our state,” said Representative John Carney of Delaware.
“Delaware  families  can  now  enjoy  watching  professional
basketball in our own backyard. This partnership is good news
for Delaware, good news for the Sixers, and good news for
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those of us who take pride in rooting for our hometown teams.”

The team website, Sevens.com is live, as are social media
pages on Twitter @Sevens, Facebook Delaware 87ers, Instagram
@delaware87ers, YouTube Delaware 87ers, Google+ Delaware 87ers

Images of the Delaware 87ers logos are attached.

Fans can call 302-504-7587 for tickets or 302-504-7387 for
general information.

ABOUT THE NBA DEVELOPMENT LEAGUE:
The NBA Development League, founded in 2001, is the NBA’s
official minor league and featured 16 teams this past season
all with direct affiliation to NBA franchises. In addition to
players,  the  NBA  D-League  helps  the  NBA  develop  coaches,
referees and front office staff. The NBA D-League season is
comprised of 50 regular season games, along with a postseason,
and runs from November through April.

ABOUT THE PHILADELPHIA 76ERS:
The Philadelphia 76ers are one of the elite franchises in the
National Basketball Association and have achieved the third
most wins in league history, as well as the third most playoff
appearances of any team in the NBA along with three World
Championships. Some of the greatest players ever to play the
game have appeared in a 76ers uniform. The Philadelphia 76ers
are owned by an investor syndicate led by prominent financier
Joshua Harris and play home games in Philadelphia’s Wells
Fargo Center.

ABOUT THE DELAWARE 87ERS:
The  Delaware  87ers  of  the  National  Basketball  Association
Development League (NBADL) were relocated to America’s first
state in 2013 and named to commemorate the year in which
Delaware ratified the U.S. Constitution, 1787. The Sevens are
the NBADL affiliate of the NBA’s Philadelphia 76ers, and are
owned by the Sixers. The 87ers play at the University of
Delaware’s Bob Carpenter Center in Newark, Del.

http://www.nba.com/dleague/delaware
http://www.twitter.com/sevens
http://www.facebook.com/Delaware87ers
http://instagram.com/Delaware87ers
http://www.youtube.com/Delaware87ers
https://plus.google.com/104359391500417122149/posts


For more information, please contact Sixers Public Relations
at 215-339-7666.

## PASSIONATE. INTENSE. PROUD. ##

Video  from  today’s  event  is  available:
http://youtu.be/gp1dMW-BPB0


